RESPONSE TO “FARMERS MARKET COMPLAINT”

The focus of the Athens Farmers Market is, first and foremost, to provide the citizens of Athens with high quality, healthy and delicious food grown by local farmers using sustainable methods.  Briefly, the market defines local as farmers who reside within a 26 county area surrounding Clarke County must grow all produce sold; sustainable means no synthetic pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers are used.  The methods employed by all of the growers are designed to build the soils so that agriculture on these lands can be sustained versus depleting the soils and requiring increasing amounts of fertilizer and other chemicals.

To insure the market has enough produce for the growing demand from the Athens community, a number of new farmers were added this year, and each returning farmer increased production.  Once the primary mission of the market was addressed the Board of Directors worked diligently to offer interesting features for our patrons and to support local artists, crafts persons and prepared food purveyors.  The market has live music performed by local musicians every week, often a cooking demo by a local chef, prepared food from a number of local restaurants and caterers, several local artisans and free space for 3-4 local non-profit organizations such as P.L.A.C.E., Master Gardeners and Athens branch of Habitat for Humanity.  Finally, there is a local coffee roaster that sells freshly roasted coffee beans and fresh brewed coffee.  This wonderful combination of offerings makes for a very pleasant and full market every Saturday morning. 

Due to the numerous additional vendors in the market this year, the Board of Directors has been forced to make some difficult decisions regarding a number of applicants and has stopped accepting new applications for this season.  Two critical considerations in disallowing Jittery Joe’s application to the market this year are that the vendor space is already very crowded during many Saturday markets, and a second coffee vendor would deny the opportunity for other vendors who may have desirable products not currently offered.

Jittery Joe’s is highly regarded in the Athens community and by the Athens Farmers Market, and their altruism is widely recognized.  As was pointed out in the complaint they are a very successful business.  The current coffee vendor in the market has been a member and a sponsor since our opening day in 2008 and is by comparison just getting started.  As was also stated the current market coffee vendor is on the Board of Directors.  However, there are two Directors who are friends of the Jittery Joe’s ownership and the remaining four directors are farmers.  The vote to ask Jittery Joe’s to wait and apply again for 2010 was made only after extensive discussion.  Actually, Jittery Joe’s has made only one application for space since the market opened last year, and that was this spring, several weeks into the 2009 market season.

Regarding the selling of coffee by BikeAthens - BikeAthens was a guest of P.L.A.C.E. and had not informed the market that they were going to offer the Jittery Joe’s coffee.  All non-profit organizations are asked not to sell products that compete with vendors whose livelihoods depend on their sales at the market.
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